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May 2016 

Dear Parents: 
 

Your student has requested PreAP English II for the upcoming school year. The purpose of this course is to 

offer promising students challenging work that will prepare them for Advanced Placement courses. 

 

In the Alvin Independent School District, Advanced Placement English courses are offered to eleventh and 

twelfth grade students. Upon successful completion of course work, students may take AP examinations 

administered each year in May, and if successful, they will be awarded college English credit accepted by most 

universities. The PreAP courses offered in grades 610 develop reading, writing, and thinking skills necessary 

for success in AP courses. Reading selections for these courses represent concepts and/or reading selections 

frequently cited on Advanced Placement examinations. 

 

Alvin ISD assigns summer reading to begin the year with a common dialogue, to expose students to 

highquality authors and texts, to inspire critical thinking, and to maintain the standard of an advanced 

curriculum. 

 

 
Please encourage your child to complete this reading assignment in order to be prepared for an assessment at the 

beginning of the school year. 

 

Thank you for your cooperation and continuing interest in your student’s education. 

Sincerely, 

Jennifer Valdez Kristi Piper 

Executive Director of Secondary Education   Secondary ELA Curriculum Specialist 
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Please sign and return to your student’s current English teacher. 

My child and I have received notice of the summer assignment for Tenth Grade 
PreAP and will comply. We understand that the completion date for this assignment 
is August 29, 2016, one week after the first day of school. 

 

 
In the fall of 2016 my child will  attend: 

 

  Alvin High School 
 

  Manvel High School 

 

_____ Shadow Creek High School 

 
Parent Printed Name    

 

Parent Signature    
 

Student Printed Name    
 

Student Signature    
 

Date    
 

 

Current English Teacher’s Name    
 

Current Campus    
 

 

 
 

*** NOTE: If you do not wish to have your child enrolled in PreAP or AP English Language Arts, please contact the guidance 

counselor at your child’s school. 
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DUE: MONDAY, AUGUST 29th  
10th Grade PreAP  English 

Summer 2016 Reading Book Choice 

 
This summer we are focusing on nonfiction texts. Nonfiction books can be classified in many subgroups 

such as literary nonfiction, biography, memoir, or informational. You should choose a nonfiction book that 

you can discuss in class and that is appropriate to the level of text expected in a 10th grade PAP class. 

Choose something that is of interest to you personally. (See Suggestions for finding a Title below.) 

 
Reading Assignment 

As you read, think about a theme the author is presenting to the reader. Mark passages that help reveal the 

theme you have chosen. (See attached example.) You should mark a minimum of 45 key passages. 

 
One Pager Assignment 

1. Write a Thematic Statement: a theme is communicated in a complete sentence, and it explains the 

author’s feelings about a topic in the text. 

EX. Cinderella  The Grimm brothers explored the ideas of loneliness, hopes, and perseverance throughout 

the story of Cinderella. 

● A thematic statement addressing the topic of loneliness might be: To survive loneliness requires 

personal strength. 

● A thematic statement addressing the topic of hope might be: Unwavering hope defines 

perseverance. 

2. Current Event: Find an article about a current event that connects to your book through your thematic 

statement. 

● Good sources: NY Times, Washington Post, LA Times, Houston Chronicle, Miami    Herald 

● PRINT out this article and attach it to the back of your one   pager. 

3. Poem: Find one poem that connects to your book through your thematic   statement. 

● Good sources: Poetry 180 (http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/),    Poetryfoundation.org, 

● PRINT out this poem and attach it to the back of your one   pager. 

4. ONEPAGER: Create a one pager based on the example   below. 

 
Suggestions for Finding a Title 

● Ask people you know about nonfiction books they have   read. 

● Google keywords like “nonfiction books for teens about baseball players,” “biographies for teens,” OR 

search for nonfiction books about topics of interest to you. You do not have to limit your choices     

to teen selections. 

There are also websites dedicated to reading that can help you narrow down your choices: 

● Good Reads: go to www.goodreads.com>scroll down to the Search and Browse section of the 

website>click on the Nonfiction  link 

● Barnes and Noble: Click on “Books” then “Nonfiction” you can also search specifically for books 

geared toward teens (click on “Teens” and then scroll down to “nonfiction” on the left hand column). 

● New York Times Bestseller List   nonfiction 

http://www.loc.gov/poetry/180/
http://www.goodreads.com/
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***Not all nonfiction books are not suitable choices for this assignment. Students who choose selfhelp, 

cookbooks, howto, or specialized encyclopedias will face considerable difficulty in successfully completing 

the summer assignment, as well as in class assignments based on the   reading. 

 
*****Example of blank One  Pager. 

 

Write your thematic  statement. Provide evidence from your chosen  book. 

Provide connecting evidence from the  poem. Provide connecting evidence from the current 

event article. 

 

*****Example of One Pager using Cinderella as a book of choice. Please note that this is not a 

nonfiction title, but simply an example to help guide you in completing the summer reading 

assignment. 

 

Thematic Statement 

 
To survive loneliness requires personal  strength. 

Evidence from nonfiction choice: Cinderella by 

Brothers Grimm 

 
Cinderella was forced to be a servant to her family 

instead of being since her “stepmother was 

extremely jealous of her beauty and charm,”   

making her an outcast. Despite the harsh   

treatment, she was still able to “forgive them with all 

her heart.” 

Evidence from poem of choice: “ Caged Bird” by 

Maya Angelou 

 
Link: http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178948 

) 

 
Even though the caged birds “wings are clipped,” 

he still manages to “sing a fearful trill.” His singing 

allows “his tune [to be] heard” by everyone, 

demonstrating his strength. 

Evidence from current event article:  Pakistan’s 

 Malala: Global symbol, but still just a kid by Ashley 

Fantz 

Link: http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/10/world/malalay 

 ousufzai/) 

 
Malala came from a culture that believed that “girls 

should not be educated,” yet she believed that 

education should be available to women. She 

encouraged her peers to “fight their fear” and prove 

that girls are worth  educating. 

 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178948
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/178948
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/10/world/malala-yousufzai/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/10/world/malala-yousufzai/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/10/world/malala-yousufzai/
http://www.cnn.com/2014/10/10/world/malala-yousufzai/

